THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
OF TEXAS

GERALD C. MANK AUSTIN 11, TEXAS
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ATTOVRWMY GHaNEIRAY.

Honoreble Eugene ERrady
County Attorney

Hunt County
Greenville, Texas’

Dear Sir: Attention: Hobert MeWhirter

Opinionr Number 0-3011

Re: Sinoce & special election was held
last month, when may eanother
special election concerming honds
for the estatlishment of e county
hospital be held?

This will ecknowledge receipt cf your opinior request of January &, and we
quote from your letter as follows:

"We held a fpecial Election last month, voting or bonds for the
establishment of a County Hospital, The measure failed to CBTTY .
Some of the advocates of the hospitel have insisted that we obtain
from you an opinion as to when amother special election dealing
with this same matter mey be held.”

Article 4478, of Vernon's Armotated Civil Statutes, reads, in part, as
follows:

"The commissioners' court of any county shall have power to estsblish
a ocounty hospital and to enlarge any existing hospitals for t he eare
and treatment of persons suffering from any illness, disease or injury,
subjeat to the provisions of this chapter. A%t intervals of not less
than twelve months ten per cent of the qualified property taxpaying
voters of a county may petition sush ocourt to provide for the
establishing or enlarging of a county hospital, in which event said
court within the time designated in suoch petition shall submit to sueh
voters at a special or regular election the proposition of issuing
bonds in such aggregate amount as may be designated ir said petition
for the establishing or enlarging of such hospital. * * % "

Article 4483, of Vernon's Annotated Civil Statutes, which conirols any
county having a eity with & population of more than 10,000 persons, provides,
in part, as follows:
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" » % x If the proposition shall fail to receive a majority wvote at
such election, said court may be required thereafter at intervals of
not less than twelve months, upon petition of ten per cent of the

gualified voters of said county, to sulmit said proposition until
same shall receive the requisite vote authorizing the issuasnce of the

Londs,"”

Ve have beer unable to find any court decisions construing that part of the
statutes involved in your question; however, we believe that the statute
itself is clear and it is our opininrn that under the authority of the above
quoted statutes, another election eannot be held in your county until at
loast tweive morths have elapsed from The time of the preceding elsetion.

Trusting that this srcuers your gquestion, we are.

COB: sz Tadw
EPPROVED JiY 30, 1841

s/ GFRALD . MANN
ATTORNSY GUNHRAL OF TEXAS

APFROVED QVINION COMMITTEE
f BE. W. B. CHAIRMAN

Yery truly yours
AUTORNRY GENERAT, OF TRX:AD

s/ Cleud 0. Boothman
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Meaud ¢, Footman
Assistent



